KEY POINTS: Chapter 8

Essential Question: What role did Islam play in the development of civilization in Africa?

Identify:


Sahel – extensive grassland belt at the southern edge of the Sahara


Swahili – meaning “coastal”, peoples living in east Africa near Arabian Peninsula and Madagascar, blend of Bantu & Arabic language

Savanna - tropical or subtropical semiarid grassland with scattered trees
Demography – study of population

Zanj – Arabic term for east African coast

African Societies: Diversity and Similarities

Describe what stateless societies and secret societies were.  

A stateless society was organized around kinship or other forms of obligation, lacking the concentration of political power and state authority.  A secret society controlled customs and beliefs and were able to limit the authority of rulers.  They settled village disputes and the “police” were some masked members representing the secret society that enforced the laws and punished people.

What problems were faced by stateless societies?  

Difficulty in resisting external pressures, mobilization for warfare, organizing large building projects, or creating stable conditions for continuous long-distance trade with other peoples.

List some similarities of the various African cultures.  Bantu language, animism, economy, and thought

Where in Africa did Islam spread first?  Egypt, then North Africa

Who were the Berbers?  Almoravids?  Almohadis?  

The Berbers were peoples of the desert in N Africa.  The Almoravids were puritanical Islamic reformists living among the Berbers, but moved south near the African savanna kingdoms and west to Spain.  The Almohadis were another reformist group who did the same things as the Almoravids.

Why was Islam appealing to some African converts?  

It said that all Muslims were equal in the umma, which made acceptance of conquerors and new rulers easier.  The Islamic tradition of combining religion with state powers attracted some African kings as a way of reinforcing their authority.  All were equal according to Islamic law.

What area of Africa found converts to Christianity?  What was unique about Christianity in this region?  

Converts to Christianity were found in East Africa, particularly Egypt and Ethiopia.  They were cut off from Byzantine Christians.

Kingdoms of the Grasslands

Where were the “coasts” of Africa?  The Atlantic and Indian Oceans, and the Sahel

How was Islam primarily spread in sub-Saharan Africa?  People traded at the Sahel, exchanging ideas as well as goods.

What was the sahel?  Extensive grassland belt at the southern edge of the Sahara

How did Ghana gain its wealth?  Taxing the salt and gold exchanged within borders

Describe the political structure of the early Sudanic states.  

Led by a patriarch or council of elders of a particular family or group of lineages that established control over its neighbors; conquest states, which drew on taxes, tribute, and military support

Describe the economy of Mali.  Produced gold, juula formed small partnerships and groups to carry out trade throughout the area

Who was Sundiata and what effect did he have on society in Mali?  

Sundiata was a brilliant leader who worked to create a unified state.  His effect on Malinke society was social arrangements.  16 clans were warriors, 5 for religious duties, and 4 were specialists.

What was significant about griots?  They were pro oral historians, keepers of traditions, and king’s advisors.

What was the impact of Mansa Kankan Musa’s pilgrimage?  

So much gold was distributed by his retinue ( general devaluation of currency; met an architect who directed building of important mosques; brought change and innovation to outer world

Describe and contrast what Sudanic cities/villages were like.  

Cities began to resemble N African cities but with distinct local architectural style.  Towns were commercial and included craft specialists and merchant community.  Life not centered on royal court, great mosque, or long-distance trade but on agricultural cycle and villages.  80% farmers, hard life b/c soil wasn’t easy to work with.

Who was Sunni Ali?  Great tactical commander and ruthless leader; expanded borders to seize Timbuktu and Jenne

How was Songhay like earlier savanna states like Ghana and Mali?  Fusion of Islamic and pagan populations

Describe the political structure/social structure in the Sudanic states.  

Islam fused with traditional beliefs, some societies traced lineage by mothers, and slavery between African and Islamic worlds

Did most of the population in the Sudanic states convert to Islam?  No

What traditions for women remained intact despite the spread of Islam to the Sudanic areas?  Matrilineal society, equality

What impact did the slave trade have on women and children? 

Concubines; freedom of slave mothers’ children = demand for more slaves

The Swahili Coast of East Africa

When did the urbanized east African trade ports develop?  13th century (1200-1299)

What common cultural elements untied the east African ports?  Language and other cultural traits

Describe what these east African cities were like.  Beautiful mosques and palaces

What areas traded with the Swahili coast?  India, China, Arabs

Did most of the east African coastal population convert to Islam?  Who converted?  Why?  No; the elite did because of power

List examples of how east African culture mixed with Islam?  

Swahili language, religious beliefs, family lineage traced by maternal and paternal lines

In Depth 

What two basic periods can the history of human populations be divided into?  

Long era – slow growth and most of human history and short period – rapid growth in small amount of time

Why did the concentration of humans in villages/towns/cities not always lead to population increases?  

Diseases, wars, and natural catastrophes

Why did populations grow faster after the 18th century?  Based on new food resources, Industrial Revolution

How was the problem of population growth in 18th/19th century Europe resolved?  

Higher standards of living = less need for children for economic means, laws against child labor, state intervention in family planning, and use of contraceptives

Peoples of the Forests and Plains

What was unique about the African societies that had developed in the interior and forests by 1000CE?  No writing system

How was knowledge, stories, traditions, etc. transmitted in many sub-Saharan societies?  Oral methods and direct instruction

What was characteristic about the art of the Yoruba speaking peoples?  

Lifelike quality of portrait heads of past rulers and skill of execution

Describe the political structure of the Yoruban area.  

Organized in small city-states, strong authority of regional “god” kings, kings surrounded by royal court, king’s power wasn’t absolute b/c king had regional princes, a council of state, and a secret society under him

Where was Benin located?  Niger River to coast near modern Lagos

Describe the political structure of the Kongo.  

Kingship was hereditary but local chieftainships weren’t, which gave central authority power to control subordinates; confederation of smaller states under one king

What was zimbabwe?  Stone house

Describe what Great Zimbabwe looked like.  

Strong stone walls 15 ft thick and 30 ft high, large conical tower, extensive cut-stone architecture w/out use of mortar to join bricks together

When was Great Zimbabwe established?  11th century

What products were traded from Great Zimbabwe?  Gold, glass beads, porcelain, iron weapons

List some of the noted exports from Africa.  Gold, slaves, exotic animals, ivory, and rare woods

Was all of Africa impacted by Islam?  No

